
Richard Lawrence Gordon
August 19, 1945 - April 3, 2026

Richard Lawrence Gordon, age 80, of La Plata, Maryland, passed away
peacefully in his sleep on Friday, April 3rd, 2026. 

 

Richard was the son of the late Robert and Harriet Gordon and is proceeded
in death by his wife of 47 years, Cynthia Gladrow Gordon. He is survived by
his daughter Heather Gordon-Freitag and his son, Rory Gordon; His son-in-
law Jerry Freitag, and daughter-in-law Emily Gordon; grandchildren Hannah,
Remy, and Conor; his sister Luanne Lebwohl; his nieces and nephews, and a
lifetime of friends and students. 

 

Richard was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. After completing his
Bachelor’s degree at Hunter College in New York, he went on to receive his
Master’s and Doctorate from Louisiana State University. While living in
Louisiana he was a Boy Scout Troop Leader and member of The Order of the
Arrow. After working at companies in Louisiana and New Jersey, he began to
share his love of history by teaching as a Professor at Mercer County
Community College in New Jersey, where he taught both History and English.
He also taught Sunday School and ran the children’s Summer Sunday
Program at the Princeton United Methodist Church for almost 30 years. 

Besides being a man of many talents, he was also a man of faith. He was a
devoted father and grandfather. He was a gentle, kind, and generous man



who had a thirst for knowledge. He loved to read and tell stories, and later in
life enjoyed astronomy. He was a lover of music, played the piano, was an
avid baseball fan, he never came across a dog that did not like him, and loved
spending time with his friends and family. He was deeply loved, and will be
remembered by all who knew him. 

 

A funeral Service will be held on Friday, April 10th at the La Plata United
Methodist Church at 9am. The burial will be at 11am at Trinity Memorial
Gardens in Waldorf Md. Memorial Service will be held on Saturday May 30,
2026 at 11AM at Princeton United Methodist Church at 7 Vandeventer Ave, 
Princeton, NJ 08542. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to be made to the following
charities: 

 1.) First Book: https://firstbook.org/ 
2.) Appalachian Service Project (ASP) : https://asphome.org/ 

 3.) Charles County Humane Society: https://humanesocietycc.org/



Cemetery Details

Trinity Memorial Gardens

3165 Mattawoman Beantown Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601
http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 10. 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM (ET)

La Plata United Methodist Church
3 Port Tobacco Rd
La Plata, MD 20646
(301) 934-2288

Funeral Service

APR 10. 9:30 AM (ET)

La Plata United Methodist Church
3 Port Tobacco Rd
La Plata, MD 20646
(301) 934-2288

http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/


Burial

APR 10. 11:00 AM (ET)

Trinity Memorial Gardens
3165 Mattawoman Beantown Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601
http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/

http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/
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Karen F Zumbrunn - April 08 at 06:46 PM

Richard Gordon was a very special person, a man of deep faith and
intellect and an an outstanding and devoted Sunday School
teacher. We had many interactions about teaching and Sunday
School. He made his contribution and the world and Princeton
UMethodist Church is better because of his involvement. Karen
Zumbrunn

Cheryl and Ross Beauford - April 07 at 04:02 PM

Cheryl and Ross Beauford purchased the Peacef
ul White Lilies Basket for the family of Richard
Lawrence Gordon.

https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

