
Joan Marcia Sexton Donaldson
May 25, 1958 - May 12, 2022

JOAN MARCIA SEXTON DONALDSON was born on May 25, 1958 in
Topeka, Kansas. Her father, Talmage Woodrow Sexton, being a member of
the U. S. Air Force, was stationed at Forbes Air Force Base in Topeka.
Following her Dad’s discharge, the family returned to Bel Air, Maryland, the
original home of both her parents. 

 

In 1966 the family moved to La Plata, Maryland where they have lived since
that time. Joan attended Walter J. Mitchell Elementary School where she
selected the clarinet as her musical instrument of choice. She continued to
Milton M. Somers Middle School where she played in the band and began to
be the recipient of awards presented on the State level for her performance
ability. Next came La Plata High School and the marching band. She
genuinely loved that band and its director, Mr. Kundreskas. Marching band
practice was work and fun at the same time. 

 

From high school Joan attended the University of Maryland in College Park,
Maryland for two years majoring in music education and again played the
clarinet. The highlight of those two years was traveling with the band to bowl
games in which UMD participated. Realizing that music education was not her
calling, she returned to La Plata and enrolled in the nursing program at the
College of Southern Maryland. For many years she worked in the Labor and
Delivery unit of what was then known as CIVISTA Hospital. She also spent



time as a school nurse at T.C. Martin Elementary School, then a nurse with
Hospice and Melwood when her health began to decline. 

 

When Joan was 9 years old she began to take piano lessons which she
continued until she was 16. She learned to play hymns and played for many
church services. When she was 18, she was asked to direct the choir which
she did for many years. Along with her love of gospel music, she enjoyed the
80’s rock music and country music. Her favorite groups/singers were Queen
and Patsy Cline. She could often be heard singing along to these songs and
enjoyed watching their previous concerts online. She also enjoyed singing
along to songs with her children in their many car rides. 

In 1988, Joan married MARK WAYNE DONALDSON and two children were
born of the marriage, LAUREN MAE DONALDSON BONN (Chuck) and
ZACHARY EDWARD DONALDSON. Along with her children, she is survived
by her mother Doris Sally Sexton, her sister Janet Elaine Doyle (Ken), and
nieces and nephews: Brendan Doyle, Hannah Doyle (Chris Gragan), Ashleigh
Doyle Grigsby (Orbie), Benjamin Doyle and Jonathan Doyle as well as great
nephews, Judah O. Grigsby and Colin W. Grigsby. 

 

Joan was predeceased by her husband, MARK WAYNE DONALDSON and
her father, TALMAGE WOODROW SEXTON.



Cemetery Details

Trinity Memorial Gardens

3165 Mattawoman Beantown Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601
http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 27. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Road
La Plata, MD 20646

Service

MAY 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

First Baptist Church of La Plata
9070 Hawthorne Road
La Plata, MD 20646

Burial

MAY 27. 12:00 PM (ET)

Trinity Memorial Gardens
3165 Mattawoman Beantown Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601
http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/

http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/
http://trinitymemorialgardens.com/
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October 08, 2023 at 10:45 PM

Joan Marcia Sexton Donaldson

October 04, 2023 at 03:12 PM

Joan Marcia Sexton Donaldson

Donna - May 23, 2022 at 06:04 PM

Joan's clarinet was named Herbie. She loved Herbie. We became
best friends when we were nine years old. Joan carried me through
some very difficult times. I couldn't do it on my own. She rolled up
her sleeves and carried me. She was that kind of friend. I am so
thankful and grateful for the whole Sexton family. I hope Joan knew
that I loved her.

Charletta Brooks - May 19, 2022 at 07:45 PM

To the family, My deepest condolences to you
during this time. There are no words to
express the pain I feel within. Joan and I
became very good friends while working at
Melwood and ResCare. I will never forget our
rides together laughing, talking about life and our children and of
course singing the best gospels. Joan fought the good fight and
never complained through it all. She will be forever missed. My
prayers are with you all.
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Tabitha Krauel - May 18, 2022 at 04:41 PM

Tabitha Krauel lit a candle in memory of Joan
Marcia Sexton Donaldson

Tabitha Krauel - May 18, 2022 at 04:41 PM

To Lauren, Zach, Janet, Mom Sally - 
 
I have many fond memories of Joan from my teenage years. We
spent time together every week while she taught me how to play the
piano. It was during those sessions that because of her passions, I
also grew to love music and nursing. Sometimes we talked more
than I played, but that never seemed to bother Joan. It always
worked out by recital time. Her choir concerts at church were always
something I looked forward to because when she was in charge, it
was magic. While we lost touch over the years, whenever we did
see each other, it was always so nice to catch up on everything that
was going on. Prayers and hugs to everyone. She will be greatly
missed. 
 
Tabby

May 17, 2022 at 06:58 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Joan Marcia Sexton Donaldson.

https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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May 17, 2022 at 12:10 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Joan Marcia Sexton Donaldson.

https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.raymondfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

