Alvin Cohen

June 30, 1931 - February 17, 2015

Dr. Alvin Cohen of Waldorf, MD died on Feb. 17, 2015 at the University of MD
Charles Regional Medical Center in La Plata, MD. He was 83 years old.
Service and interment were held on February 19, 2015.

Dr. Cohen was born on June 30, 1931 in Washington, DC and he was the son
of the late Jacob Cohen and Sara Segal Cohen. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his brother, Robert Cohen. He is survived by his
wife, Ellen Cohen; his sister, Phyllis Kirson; his daughter, Dr. Beverly Hoy and
her husband, Kirk Hoy; his daughter, Hilary Cohen; and his grandchildren,
Samuel and Olivia Hoy.

In 1996, Dr. Alvin Cohen retired from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, PA after
34 years as a professor of economics dedicating endless hours both in and
out of the classroom to improve the Lehigh community. Dr. Cohen earned his
bachelor’s degree from George Washington University, his MBA from
Columbia University and then later his PhD from University of Florida at
Gainesville. Throughout Cohen’s Lehigh career, he had studied the
economics of Latin American countries, such as Ecuador, the Dominican
Republic, Colombia, Argentina and Peru. Dr. Cohen was past President of the
Middle Atlantic Council for Latin American Studies. He also was a member of
Beta Gamma Sigma (Business Honor Society), the Business Association of
Latin America, the American Economic Association and the Latin American



Studies Association. Dr. Cohen’s resume boasts many accolades, including
three Fulbright scholarships and various grants from the U.S. State
Department. Dr. Cohen earned his first Fulbright scholarship in 1957 to
research economic growth of Chile at the Universidad Nacional de Chile in
Santiago. He founded Lehigh in Guatemala and directed it for five years. This
summer program gave Lehigh students the opportunity to study in a foreign
country while learning about economics. He also taught classes on the
economics of the Czech Republic in Prague for several summers. Dr. Cohen’s
academic accomplishments have been coupled with personal triumphs, as he
was a survivor of colon cancer. His courage in overcoming his illness and his
work as faculty advisor for Tau Epsilon Phi fraternity and later Zeta Psi
fraternity that led to the establishment of the “Good Scholar Election” at
Lehigh University which over several years raised over $600,000 for the
American

Cancer Society. In addition, Dr. Cohen was a long-time classical musical
enthusiast who donated his original 1,000 album collection to Lehigh
University in 1991 and then 15 years later donated is 1,500 CD collection the
College of Southern Maryland. Since his retirement from Lehigh University, Dr.
Cohen kept very busy. He spent his time reading books, listening to classical
music, playing bridge, and supporting the Congregation Sha’are Shalom. He
also continued to answer many questions on Jeopardy and spend time with
his family.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Congregation Sha’are Shalom
located at 18 Henry Ford Circle in Waldorf, MD 20602 or the American Cancer
Society, Bethlehem, PA 18017. Funeral arrangements were handled by
Raymond Funeral Serves PA in La Plata, MD.



Cemetery Details

Evergreen Memorial Gardens

22020 Chancellors Run Road
Great Mills, MD 20634

Previous Events

Service

FEB 19. 1:30 PM (ET)

Congregation Sha'are Shalom
18 Henry Ford Circle
Waldorf, MD 20602
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| thought of Dr. Cohen today, 13 years after we would have crossed
paths, when | was a sales associate at Borders. Dr. Cohen came in
often in pursuit of classical music (all of which we'd have to order!),
and he was always the kindest man. Though I'm sorry to say I did
not know of his passing until now, something on this February day
reminded me of the friendly chats we used to have about music --
his obvious passion -- and I'm sending a prayer to his family. He is
still thought of, even by this acquaintance!

Megan J - February 07, 2019 at 02:38 PM



Professor Cohen was a shining light during my education at Lehigh,
and afterwards. | recall his dry wit, his quiet warmth, and willingness
to help us discover knowledge and learning on our own. He was
both my microeconomics professor and advisor. He was the faculty
member who most guided me. More than advising me, he taught
me what an education was for. One moment especially stands out. |
recall that | had taken a course and not done well. | told him that |
was intent on improving the grade, and therefor retaking the class.
He asked whether it was more important to improve the grade or
gain the fullest education possible. He suggested that | not worry
about the grade and take a course that | enjoy and/or from which |
would gain new perspective. At that moment, my perspective on my
education changed. The remainder of my time at Lehigh, with his
continued advisement, was so much better.

I have so many fond memories of my discussions and time with him.
He will be missed.

Andrew Chepaitis

Andrew Chepaitis - February 26, 2017 at 07:45 PM



